
LIMERICK COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WATER  POLLUTION) ACTS 1977 TO 2007 
 

Application for licence to discharge trade effluent or other matter (other  
than domestic sewage or storm water) to a sewer. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF APPLICANTS. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. GENERAL 

Under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977 to 2007, a licence is required 
for the discharge of any trade effluent (see definition below) or other matter (other than 
domestic sewage or storm water) to a sewer.  It is an offence to make any such discharge 
to a sewer except under and in accordance with a licence. 
The licensing system applies to all existing discharges as well as new ones. 

 
2. WHO TO APPLY TO 

The application should be made to the Council in which the sewer is vested or by which it 
is controlled.  In other words, if the sewer is vested in or controlled by Limerick County 
Council, application should be made to the Director of Environment & Emergency 
Services, Limerick County Council, County Hall, Dooradoyle, Co. Limerick. 

 
3. DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED 
 

A LICENCE APPLICATION SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE FOLLOWING: - 
(a) A completed Application Form. (The form must be completed fully and 

accurately). 
(b) Three copies of plans and such other particulars as are necessary to describe the 

premises, drainage system and any works, apparatus or plant from which the 
effluent or other matter is to be discharged.  Point of discharge should be shown 
on 1/2500 Ordance Survey Map  

(c) €380.00 application fee.  The statutory two month period for consideration of 
your licence application does not commence until a full application , including 
fee is received by Limerick County Council. 

 
4. (a) “Trade Effluent” means effluent from any works, apparatus, plant or  
  drainage pipe used for the disposal to waters or to a sewer of any liquid  
  (whether treated or untreated) either with or without particles of matter in 
  suspension therein, which is discharged from premises used for carrying  
  on any trade or industry (including mining), but does not include domestic 
  sewage or storm water. 
 

(b) “Trade” includes agriculture, aquaculture, horticulture and any scientific  
research or experiment. 

 
In completing your application form you should refer to the Local Government (Water 
Pollution) Regulations, 1978 & 1992, copies of which are available from the Government 
Publications Office, Sun Alliance House, Molesworth St., Dublin 2. 
 

5. EXEMPTED DISCHARGES 
A licence is not required for the discharge to a sewer of domestic sewage or storm water. 
 

6. LEGAL 
These notes are for guidance only and do not purport to be a legal interpretation of the 
provisions concerned. 


