
Limerick
Business Support
Unit

Information 
Leaflet on 
Charges for 
Businesses

Look to Limerick –  
We have what you need

Contact us now and see how  
we can help you locate, develop  
and innovate.

Limerick Business Support Unit 
Limerick County Council 
County Hall 
Limerick

Tel: 061–49 64 54 
bsu@limerickcoco.ie 
www.limerickcoco.ie

Are you interested in making a move  
on developing your business.

S
er

vi
ce

C
os

t 
fo

r 
C

om
m

er
ci

a
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

P
la

nn
in

g 
P

er
m

is
si

on
P

er
m

is
si

on
 (C

om
m

er
ci

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t)

M
in

im
um

 €
80

 fo
r e

ac
h 

bu
ild

in
g,

 o
r 

€3
.6

0
 fo

r e
ac

h 
sq

ua
re

 m
et

re
 o

f g
ro

ss
 

flo
or

 s
pa

ce
 to

 b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

, w
hi

ch
ev

er
 is

 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

r.

R
et

en
ti

on
 (C

om
m

er
ci

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t)

M
in

im
um

 €
24

0
 fo

r e
ac

h 
bu

ild
in

g,
 o

r 
€1

0
.8

0
 fo

r e
ac

h 
sq

ua
re

 m
et

re
 o

f g
ro

ss
 

flo
or

 s
pa

ce
 to

 b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

, w
hi

ch
ev

er
 is

 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

r.
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

Co
nt

ri
bu

ti
on

N
on

-
R

es
id

en
ti

al
 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t –
 

pe
r 1

0
0

 s
qu

ar
e 

m
et

re
s

En
vi

ro
ns

  
(C

as
tl

et
ro

y 
& 

S
ou

th
er

n 
En

vi
ro

ns
)

S
er

vi
ce

s	
R

at
e

M
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g	
€5

,7
43

O
ffi

ce
s	

€1
7,

0
0

0
R

et
ai

l/
 R

et
ai

l W
ar

eh
ou

se
s	

€1
5,

16
1

W
ar

eh
ou

se
s	

€5
,7

43

To
w

ns
 w

it
h 

 
S

ew
er

a
g

e 
S

ch
em

es
 in

 P
la

ce
S

er
vi

ce
s	

R
at

e
M

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g	

€2
,5

71
 

O
ffi

ce
s	

€7
,6

0
3

R
et

ai
l/

 R
et

ai
l W

ar
eh

ou
se

s	
€6

,7
82

W
ar

eh
ou

se
s	

€2
,5

71

O
th

er
 T

ow
ns

 &
 V

ill
ag

es
  

w
it

ho
ut

 S
ew

er
ag

e 
S

ch
em

es
S

er
vi

ce
s	

R
at

e
M

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g	

€2
,0

24
 

O
ffi

ce
s	

€6
,0

16
R

et
ai

l/
 R

et
ai

l W
ar

eh
ou

se
s	

€5
,3

6
0

W
ar

eh
ou

se
s	

€1
,9

6
9

O
th

er
 n

on
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

ra
l u

se
s	

€4
,0

47
B

ui
ld

in
g 

 
S

ta
nd

ar
ds

Co
m

m
en

ce
m

en
t N

ot
ic

e 
€3

0
 p

er
 b

ui
ld

in
g

D
is

ab
ili

ty
/R

ev
is

ed
  A

cc
es

s 
Ce

rt
ifi

ca
te

 €
80

0
 p

er
 b

ui
ld

in
g

Fi
re

 S
af

et
y 

Ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
S

ta
nd

a
rd

 o
r 

R
ev

is
ed

 F
ir

e 
S

a
fe

ty
 

C
er

ti
fi

ca
te

M
in

im
um

 €
12

5 
or

 €
2.

9
0

 o
r €

2.
9

0
 p

er
 

sq
ua

re
 m

et
re

. 
M

ax
im

um
 F

ee
 €

12
,5

0
0

S
ub

m
is

si
on

 o
f 

a
 7

-D
a

y 
N

ot
ic

e 
a

cc
om

p
a

ni
ed

 b
y 

a
 v

a
lid

 F
ir

e 
S

a
fe

ty
 C

er
ti

fi
ca

te
M

in
im

um
 €

25
0

 o
r €

5.
80

 p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

m
et

re
. 

M
ax

im
um

 F
ee

 €
25

,0
0

0

A
p

p
lic

a
ti

on
 f

or
 a

 R
eg

ul
a

ri
sa

ti
o

n 
 

(R
et

en
ti

on
) 

C
er

ti
fi

ca
te

M
in

im
um

 €
50

0
 o

r €
11

.6
0

 p
er

 s
qu

ar
e 

m
et

re
. 

M
ax

im
um

 F
ee

 €
50

,0
0

0

Comhairle Chontae Luimnigh
Limerick County Council



Commercial Rates 
How Rates are calculated:

For 2011, the Annual Rateable Valuation Multiplier (ARV) is 
59.9193. This figure is multiplied by the valuation of the premises 
as determined by the Commissioner of Valuation. 

The Valuation Office is the State property valuation agency. For 
more information on the Valuation Office, please visit their website 
www.valoff.ie

The Valuation Office use the following four key criteria when 
setting a valuation:

•	 The potential rental value of the property (currently this is based 
on rental values set at a point in time i.e. November 1988)

•	 The measurements of the unit 

•	 Type of space i.e. Retail/Office/Industrial/Warehousing/Pub/
Hotel/Nursing Home, etc. 

•	Comparable units in terms of all of the above. 

The Annual Rateable Valuation Multiplier (ARV) is the figure 
used to calculate the annual rates payable by the occupier of 
a rateable property each year. This figure is determined by the 
elected members for the Council at the Annual Budget meeting 
each year based of the deficit between Council income and Council 
expenditure of the forthcoming year.

For example: 
If your property has been valued at €20.00 by the Valuation Office 
then your Rates bill for 2011 will be:  
€20.00 X 59.9193 (ARV for 2011) = €1198.38 (Rates due for 2011)

Property Entry Levy 
What is the “Property Entry Levy”?

The Property Entry Levy is a charge which the Local Authority 
applies to all newly erected or newly constructed properties 
pending the levying of commercial rates. It has been introduced 
for the first time in 2006 under the Local Government (Business 
Improvement Districts) Act 2006, which was enacted on the 24th 
December 2006.

Is the charge additional to commercial rates?

No. It is only assessed until such time as the property becomes 
liable for commercial rates (From the date of valuation to year 
end).

How is the charge calculated? 
The charge is calculated by reference to:
•	Rateable valuation of the property as determined by the 

Commissioner of Valuation. 

•	 The annual rate on valuation as determined by the Council. 

•	 The date (entry date) the property is valued for rating purposes 
(i.e. entered in the valuation list). 

•	 The number of days from the effective valuation date to the end 
of the year.

For example: 
R.V.	 x  annual rate	 x  no of days**	 ÷  days in year	 =  Assessment 
€100	 x  59.9193	 x  325	 ÷  365	 =  €5,335.28 
        (** In the year following date of valuation)

Who is liable for the charge? 
According to the Act the “levypayer” is liable. The levypayer can 
be either:

•	 The person who is in occupation of the property  
or

•	 If the property is vacant on the entry date, the owner

If the property is unoccupied, is the charge payable? 
Yes. Fifty per cent (50%) of the charge is payable by the owner 
if the property is unoccupied on the entry date. The following 
conditions apply in order to avail of this reduced rate (proofs 
required):The owner was not occupying the property on the  
entry date. 
•	No other person was entitled to occupy. 

•	Attempts were being made to let the property at a reasonable 
rent.

When does the charge become payable? 
The charge becomes payable in full 14 days after the bill is issued.

Vacant Property
If you are the owner of a Vacant Property you can apply for a 
refund of rates if you comply with the following:
•	Premises must be vacant on date of ‘making of the rate’ as 

specified on rate demand

•	Application must be made by owner of premises

•	Official application must be signed by Commissioner of Oaths or 
Peace Commissioner

•	Property must be available for sale or letting or under 
refurbishment

•	Proof of item 4 above must be supplied (e.g. Letter from 
auctioneer, material invoices etc.)

When you receive the rate demand please contact the Rates and 
Water Department to verify  that the premises is vacant.

Water Charges
Standard Charges

In respect of connections to the Council Water Network and 
Sewerage System: 

•	€200 per annum standing charge per connection plus €2.60 per 
cubic metre of water supplied:

In respect of connections to the Council Sewerage Network only:

•	€200 per annum per connection plus €1.45 per cubic metre of 
water supplied to or used on the premises

Non Standard Charges

In respect of premises which have entered into a significant user’s 
agreement with the Council:

•	 In accordance with the terms of agreement

In respect of industrial premises where it can be proven to 
the satisfaction of the Council that the volume of sewage is 
significantly less than the volume of water:

•	€200 per annum per connection plus €1.15 per cubic metre in 
respect of water supplied and €1.45 per cubic metre  in respect 
of sewage discharged

In respect of premises where the Council determines that the 
strength of sewage discharged exceeds the strength of domestic 
sewage:

•	€200 per annum per connection plus €1.15 per cubic metre of 
water and €8.00 per kg of BOD discharged

If you own a commercial premises that is vacant water charges 
remain due as long as the premises is deemed commercial.

Please Note: Charges may be subject to change


