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        Limerick County Council – Grant Scheme for

Maintenance of Open Spaces in Housing Developments

    Application Form 2012

     
Name of Residents 

Association/Group:  
_________________________________________________________________
Name Contact Person: 
_________________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s):
_________________________________________________________________

Address for correspondence:  _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
E-Mail:



NB: Details of open spaces – a map or sketch showing the location of the open spaces must be included with this form
	Information Required

	

	Number of Houses in Estate


	

	Approximate Date of Construction of Estate


	

	Type of Housing Development
(Please Tick Appropriate Box)

	(  Local Authority       (  Private – Not taken in Charge by County Council

(  Private – Taken in Charge by County Council  (  Voluntary Housing Body 


	Approximate Size of Open Space in Estate (Acres)


	

	Where a Residents Group is established please provide the following:

	
Date of Establishment of Residents Group: 
Please list names and contact details of 

Chair:  ______________________________________
Secretary:  __________________________________
Treasurer:  __________________________________
Percentage of Households Participating in Residents Group

(eg number of households making contribution to Residents

Group as against overall number of houses in Estate):


	Who currently maintains Open Spaces?
(Please Tick Appropriate Box)


	(  County Council      (  Residents

(  Developer  (  Other (Please specify) 


	Intended Means of Grass Cutting?
(Please Tick Appropriate Box)


	(  Work to be carried out by Residents Group

(  Work to be carried out by Contractor


Signed on Behalf of Residents Group:  

_______




____

Name

Date
Grant Scheme for

Maintenance of Open Spaces in Housing Developments

ELIGIBILITY AND CONDITIONS

The concept of promoting community involvement in the improvement and enhancement of the local environment has been developed and strengthened over the years by Limerick County Council. 

This Scheme is designed to assist residents in the maintenance of open spaces in their estates.  This may include the following activities:

· Grass Cutting of Open Spaces

· Amenity works including landscaping, provision of trees etc

Eligible groups include residents groups in:

· Existing Estates (local authority or private) where the local residents can elect, through their Residents Group, to apply to maintain their own green area. 
· New Estates to be taken in charge.

· Unfinished Estates where the developer/builder no longer exist and/or which have not yet been taken in charge. 

The Grant Scheme proposes the following:

[image: image1]

[image: image2]
· Where a participating Estate has more than 200 houses, payments will be made in accordance with 1. or 2. above up to a maximum of €300 (start-up grant where applicable) and €750 respectively for the first 200 houses, and an additional top up payment of €15 per house per annum for each additional house over 200 in the estate will be made, subject to a maximum of an additional €750 per group per annum.

For further details, please contact Dara McGuigan, Community and Enterprise Section, 
Limerick County Council, County Hall, Dooradoyle, Co. Limerick Tel 061 496 454.  
E-mail: dmcguigan@limerickcoco.ie
SCHEDULE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS:

· APPLICATION FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED BEFORE CLOSE OF BUSINESS (4:30pm) ON FRIDAY 17TH FEBRUARY, 2012. 
· ALL APPLICATION FORMS WILL BE NUMBERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE RECEIVED.
· IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE, APPLICATIONS TO THE VALUE OF THE MAXIMUM AVAILABLE BUDGET FOR THE SCHEME WILL BE DEEMED TO BE QUALIFYING; ALL OTHERS WILL BE PUT ON A STANDBY LIST IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE RECEIVED.
· QUALIFYING RESIDENTS GROUPS WILL THEN BE CONTACTED AND ASKED TO SUBMIT EVIDENCE OF APPROPRIATE INSURANCES, AS DETAILED BELOW, BEFORE CLOSE OF BUSINESS (4:30pm) ON FRIDAY 16TH MARCH, 2012.
· WHERE A QUALIFYING RESIDENTS GROUP SUBMITS EVIDENCE OF APPROPRIATE INSURANCES WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIMEFRAME, THEY WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THE APPROVAL OF THEIR APPLICATION BY 30TH MARCH, 2012.  INITIAL PAYMENTS WILL ISSUE SHORTLY THEREAFTER.
· WHERE A QUALIFYING GROUP FAILS TO SUBMIT EVIDENCE OF APPROPRIATE INSURANCES WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIMEFRAME, ITS APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED WITHDRAWN, AND THE NEXT GROUP ON THE STANDBY LIST WILL THEN BE CONTACTED AND ASKED TO SUBMIT EVIDENCE OF APPROPRIATE INSURANCES. 
Application forms should be returned to

COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE SECTION,

LIMERICK COUNTY COUNCIL,

COUNTY HALL, DOORADOYLE, CO. LIMERICK
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1.
What additional conditions apply to the Grant Scheme?
A grant application must be approved in advance of any work being carried out.

The estate must be within the administrative area of Limerick County Council.
2.
Where can I get more advice about these grants?

You may discuss your proposals with Limerick County Council before submitting an application. Please contact the following:
Dara McGuigan

Community and Enterprise Section

Limerick County Council
061 496 454




dmcguigan@limerickcoco.ie
3.
How will payment be made?

Subsequent to approval of applications, the following schedule of payments will be made to participating residents groups:
(a) A once-off start-up grant of €10 per house for new entrants to the Scheme, up to a total maximum of €300, to be paid to the residents group in the Spring of the first year, to act as seed funding.

(b) A grant of €15 per house per annum to be paid in the Autumn for new entrants to the Scheme, to assist in maintaining open spaces (subject to a maximum maintenance grant of €750 per group per annum).  

(c) Where a residents group has previously participated in the Scheme, an initial payment of up to €300 will be made in the Spring, and a second payment of up to €450 will be made in the Autumn (subject to a maximum maintenance grant of €750 per group per annum). 

Payment of grant will be made by Electronic Fund Transfer directly to the successful applicant’s bank account.

4.
Are there insurance requirements?

Yes.  The following premia will be required to be submitted prior to approval of grant:

Public Liability:  €6.5 million

Employer’s Liability:  €13 million
An indemnity to Limerick County Council will be required in all policies.
If the residents group intend to use a ride-on lawn mower, separate motor vehicle insurance is required.

Please note that residents groups may obtain appropriate insurance cover from any insurance company.  One company, BHP Insurances Ltd, provides appropriate cover from approximately €220.
The Scheme will provide a grant of €100 to any one housing estate or residents group in any one year towards the cost of insurance.

5.
If we decide to use a Contractor, what will its insurance requirements be?
If a residents group opts to use a Contractor to maintain the open spaces in its estate, the Contractor will be required to submit evidence of the following minimum premia:
Public Liability:  €2.5 million

Employer’s Liability:  €13 million
If the contractor intends to use a motorised lawn mower, separate motor vehicle insurance is required.
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1.	NEW PARTICIPANTS TO SCHEME:





For new participants, a once-off start-up grant of €10 per house, up to a total maximum of €300, to be paid to the residents’ group in the Spring of the first year, to act as seed funding.





A grant of €15 per house per annum to be paid in the Autumn, to assist in maintaining open spaces (subject to a maximum maintenance grant of €750 per group per annum). 





A grant of €100 to any one housing estate or residents group in any one year towards the cost of insurance.


 




















2.	PREVIOUS PARTICIPANTS TO SCHEME:





Where a residents group has previously participated in the Scheme, an initial payment of €300 for maintenance of open spaces will be made in the Spring, and a second payment of €450 will be made in the Autumn.





A grant of €100 to any one housing estate or residents group in any one year towards the cost of insurance.











