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	Minutes of Rathkeale Area Committee Meeting
at the Rathkeale Area Offices,
Áras Seán Finn, New Line, Rathkeale, Co. Limerick,
On Monday 20th October, 2008 – 10.30.a.m.


Present In the Chair :

Councillor D. Naughton.

Members Present :
Councillors M. Mulcair, T. Neville, J. Sheahan, K. Sheahan.

Officials Present :

B. Martin, S.E.E., K. McMahon, E.E., T. Breen, S.O., 

M. Fogarty, S.E.O., T. Knox, A.O., T. Daly, S.S.O., 
Press :



N. Prenderville.
Draft Polling Scheme 2008 :
T. Daly, S.S.O., Corporate Services, circulated a map, indicating the revised electoral area boundaries, and document containing the Polling District Codes, Polling Districts, Townlands, and D.E.D.’s, forming the re-drawn Rathkeale Electoral Area. It was proposed to bring the revised Polling Scheme before full Council, on receipt of agreement from the Electoral Area Committees.

Members expressed their disappointment with the revisions of the Electoral Boundary and loss of a Councillor, but viewed the changes as a “set-in-stone” by the Boundary Commission, leaving the Members with no alternative but acceptance.

The Draft Polling Scheme was proposed by Councillor T. Neville, and seconded by Councillor M. Mulcair.
To brief Members on the Implementation of the new One-Way Traffic Flow System for Rathkeale Town :
B. Martin, S.E.E., informed Members the implementation of the new One-Way Traffic Flow System was scheduled for 29th October, 2008 to coincide with the mid-term school holiday break. It was proposed to liaise with the local Garda Siochana in manning the one-way junctions for the initial roll-out period.
Councilor K. Sheahan stated it was the remit of the Gardai to monitor the junctions, the Council staff role being advisory only. Councillor Sheahan queried if additional monitoring plans for the new traffic system were in place to cater for the Christmas visitors.

Councillor T. Neville suggested Area Office Officials meet with the District Garda Superintendent and local Sergeant to agree/discuss monitoring of the one-way system during the Christmas holiday period.
To update Members on the improvement works undertaken at Ballysteen Pier :
B. Martin, S.E.E., briefed Members on the improvement works undertaken and completed at Ballysteen Pier during 2008, with grant assistance for the Department of Marine and Natural Resources. It was anticipated, that with further grant assistance during 2009, the Pier would be fully restored with the installation of a final surface, pointing of the stonework, and mooring bollards.
Councillor K. Sheahan welcomed the restoration works to Ballysteen Pier, and requested an inspection by Officials of Ringmoylan Pier, and the associated road network, with a view towards making a grant submission for improvement works.

Councillor D. Naughton requested that “Yield Right of Way” signage be installed on the junction from Ballysteen Pier.

Gortadroma Landfill – recurring item :
Deferred to next Area Committee Meeting.

Question submitted by Councillor K. Sheahan – deferred from September Meeting :

I will ask at the next ordinary meeting of the Rathkeale Electoral Area Committee to be briefed as to how several hundred ton of illegally discarded waste, recently removed from Rathkeale Town, has not resulted in any prosecution, and why Limerick County Council would prosecute and harass a new business, such as a restaurant, for having erected temporary signage with a view to making their business a success, so that they can pay the Council Rates and Water Charges.

Councillor K. Sheahan complimented Mr. M. McNamara, Horticultural Services Supervisor, and his dedicated staff, following the removal of, in excess of eight hundred tons, of illegally dumped mixed waste from Rathkeale Town, and stated it was evident this dumping had gone unnoticed prior to this work being assigned as additional duties to the Senior Supervisor.
Councillor Sheahan spoke of a recently opened restaurant in Pallaskenry - of which there is a shortage on the N69 – had erected temporary signage on the national roadway indicating their opening for business. The restaurant owner was paying rates and water charges to the Council, taxes to the government, and providing local employment. Councillor Sheahan stated that he took issue with the use of such heavy-handed use of the “On-the-Spot” fine notice, issued to the restaurant owner in this instance, suggesting that in such a circumstances, the Official responsible, should call to the business and advise/explain and be of assistance. Councillor Sheahan confirmed he was ashamed to think that Limerick County Council had behaved in such a manner, and requested this dissatisfaction be formally recorded in the Meeting Minute. He questioned how resources could be deployed in harassing legitimate business, and yet failed to succeed in the issuing of any notice, through the years, in respect of the accrued eight hundred tons removed from Rathkeale. Councillor Sheahan indicated he would officially be making representations on behalf of the restaurant owner for the granting of signage. He suggested Council Officials take notice of the plethora of signage on the County section of the Dock Road, which forms part of the N69, for which the Council has granted permission.
Councillor D. Naughton stated the restaurant owner had since, with the advice and assistance of their local Councillors – not Officials - made an application to the Planning Section for fingerpost signage licensing, and a decision was awaited.
Councillor T. Neville questioned the Council’s reluctance to permit/grant licensed signage to businesses, who as ratepayers provide a major source of revenue to the Council, and employment in the County that is the lifeblood of the towns and villages.

Councillor J. Sheahan expressed the view that businesses needed the support of the Council on such issues as signage, and that any retail/food business located off the N69 will not/cannot survive without directional signage. Councillor Sheahan questioned how different signage rules seemed to apply on National roads in other counties, despite there being “one” set of rules laid-down by the National Roads Authority.
Councillor D. Naughton proposed that the Director of Services, Environmental Section be requested, in instances where unauthorised signage is erected by ratepayers, that the said ratepayers be advised as to how an application can be made for authorised/licensed signage, prior to the issue of any “On-the-Spot” fines.

The proposal was seconded by Councillor K. Sheahan, and supported by Councillors M. Mulcair, T. Neville, and J. Sheahan.

Question submitted by Councillor K. Sheahan :

I will ask at the next ordinary meeting of the Rathkeale Electoral Area Committee to be updated on proposals for filling of the vacant Indiscriminate Parking Officer position, by Limerick County Council.

Councillor K. Sheahan requested the gratitude of the Area Committee be extended to John O’Connor, following his recent retirement. He stated John had always made himself available to assist, and was approachable at all times. Councillor Sheahan suggested the reply received indicated the era of cutbacks in the service. He expressed the view that there was a reduction in the volume of business in other Council areas of activity, and suggested Senior Management investigate the potential for the reallocation of staff to other frontline vacancies. Councillor Sheahan spoke of the work associated in dealing with illegally parked caravans which had previously been undertaken by administrative staff, and the past culture of good will on the part of staff to get the job done, in association with the Garda Siochana, was again needed.
Councillor J. Sheahan, also wished John O’Connor well on his retirement, and sincerely hoped someone would be redeployed to fill the role/vacancy – Members had been informed the three percent staffing cutbacks would not interfere with frontline services.
B. Martin, S.E.E, confirmed there were two vacancies in the Water Services area, with notification awaited from headquarters on their replacement.

Question submitted by Councillor K. Sheahan :

I will ask at the next ordinary meeting of the Rathkeale Electoral Area Committee that a listing of Council lands in the Rathkeale Electoral Area be provided to the Committee, this listing to indicate lands that are let/un-let, and an outline of Council Policy/actions in monitoring of these lands for animal trespass.

Councillor Sheahan suggested a full listing of all assets – lands, buildings etc. - in the Electoral Area should be available for inspection, and at some point valued. Councillor Sheahan stated that he was aware of Council housing lands in Askeaton that were subject to ongoing trespass by animals, and it was the Council’s responsibility to protect the assets of the tax/rate payer, and prevent potential adverse possession. He requested a Draft Register of Assets be prepared initially for agreement with the Areas.
Question submitted by Councillor M. Mulcair :

I will ask at the next ordinary meeting of the Rathkeale Electoral Area Committee to be updated on the projected commencement and completion dates for the Rathkeale Town Children’s Playground.

Councillor M. Mulcair accepted the response received from the Community and Enterprise Section, detailing the timetable for the roll-out of the Rathkeale Playground.
Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Sheahan :

I will move at the next ordinary Meeting of the Rathkeale Electoral Area Committee that Limerick County Council re-instate road signage at Reen’s Pike, on the N21 roadway, indicating the route to Listowel utilising the R523
Councillor J. Sheahan informed Members the original signage at Reens Pike indicating Listowel had been removed due to potential dangers at the Ardagh Cross/regional road junction – traffic lights had since been installed and recently commissioned, thus addressing the safety issue. The next signage after Reen’s Pike indicating Listowel, was on the western side of Abbeyfeale, and expressed the view that many businesses would benefit with the re-instatement of the Reen’s Pike signage. Councillor Sheahan stated he wa unhappy with the response to his Notice of Motion, and would be looking for the Motion to be discussed at full Council.
A.O.B.

Disposal of Property at St. Mary’s Terrace, Askeaton :
M. Fogarty, S.E.O., Housing, informed Members one offer had been received for the disposal the Council property at St. Mary’s Terrace, Askeaton, Co. Limerick, with a recommendation to Members for disposal.

Councillor K. Sheahan proposed the disposal of the Council House at St. Mary’s Terrace, Askeaton, as recommended. The proposal was seconded by Councillor D. Naughton.

Councillor K. Sheahan proposed the sympathies of the Rathkeale Electoral Area Committee Members be extended to the family of James O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Engineer, with the Council’s Kilmallock Area Office. The proposal was seconded by Councillor D. Naughton, and supported by Councillors M. Mulcair, T. Neville, and J. Sheahan.

Members agreed that a Special Area Committee Meeting would be held on Tuesday, 28th October, 2008, in Rathkeale at 10.00.a.m., to be followed by the Area Committee Meeting. The Special Area Committee Meeting was being called to discuss/address the implications of the proposed traffic corridors on the Grants of Planning, following the scale-back of national road projects for a ten year period.

That concluded the business of the Meeting.

Signed: ______________________________Chairman.

Dated this 28th day of OCTOBER, 2008.
______________________________Secretary.

