Part V – Social and Affordable Housing
Part V of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2011 was commenced in the 1st of November 2000. The objective of Part V was to ensure an adequate supply of housing for all sectors of the existing and future population.

The main provisions of Part V are: -

a) To require each Local Authority to develop a Housing Strategy which will form part of their Development Plan and act as a cornerstone for housing development policy in the County. The current Joint Housing Strategy for the Administrative Areas of Limerick City and County Councils and Clare Local Authorities was prepared for the period 2010 – 2017.
b) Require inclusion of specific objectives for the provision of social and affordable housing based on identified need

c) Ensure that sufficient land is zoned for housing to meet the projected housing needs. 

The implementation of Part V of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2011 will require housing developers to enter into an agreement with the Local Authorities concerning the transfer of dwellings, fully or partially serviced sites, land or a monetary contribution to the Local Authority or approved voluntary body. 

The first issue to be determined is whether Part V applies to a proposed residential development for which a planning application is to be submitted to the Planning Authority.

 In general Part V applies to applications for permission for residential developments or a mixture of residential and other uses where the proposed site is zoned to allow residential or residential and other uses.
The land zonings are set out in the Local Area Plans and in the County Development Plan 2010 - 2016.  
Part V applies to both full and outline permissions on land, which is zoned, to allow for residential use, or for a mixture of residential and other uses.

Further information in relation to the Part V process is set out in ‘Part V Social and Affordable Housing Supply – Information Document – Feb 2012.

